
Ottawa West Review Area – Growth Needs 

Elmdale PS  – Addition Opening for September 2019 

Existing Capital Priority  

Background: 

Elmdale Public School is located in a mature neighborhood (West Wellington/Westboro) and provides an Early 
French Immersion (EFI) program for students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6.  The school was built in 
three phases beginning with the original construction in 1928, and additions in 1938 and 1973.  The school 
building has a student capacity of 407.   
 
In January of 2014, Board approved a number of motions related to completion of the Near West 
accommodation review.  This review was initiated to address accommodation pressures at Elmdale and 
Devonshire Public Schools and to better balance enrolment between local area schools.  Elmdale Public School 
at the time required the use of seven portables on site. 
 
The review resulted in the relocation of Elmdale Public School’s Regular English program students to adjacent 
schools.  This change effectively served to make the school an EFI program centre moving forward.  In order to 
provide appropriate space for the full-day kindergarten program and to alleviate the need for portables in the 
longer-term, the following motion was also approved by Board: 
 

“That staff investigate the possibility that Full-Day Kindergarten Capital funding be combined with 
School Condition Improvement grants in order to build an addition to Elmdale Public School to 
accommodate both Full-Day Kindergarten and reduce portable use on the school yard and report to the 
Board with the next Capital Plan.” 

 
Although the Regular English program was moved from the school, enrolment is anticipated to continue to 
increase in future years due to the attractiveness of the local area to families with young children, and the 
popularity of EFI programming.  
 
For the current 2017-2018 school year, enrolment at Elmdale Public School is 505 students including 128 
kindergarten students. There are currently 7 portables on site, with 5 portables in use for instructional 
purposes. 
 
The enrolment forecast has the school growing to a population of 539 students by 2023 (a utilization rate of 
132%).  This upward trend in enrolment will serve to create continued accommodation pressures at the school 
in the future.   
 
An addition to Elmdale Public School would provide appropriate program space for the school’s full-day 
kindergarten program, additional space to serve forecasted enrolment increases, and eliminate the need for 
portables.   
 
The proposed two-storey addition would be comprised of three kindergarten classrooms and four regular 
classrooms.  This project would result in 147 additional pupil places and would create a total school capacity of 
554.   
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The Capital Priority submission to the Ministry of Education was initially made in 2016, and has since been re-
submitted annually to the Ministry of Education for funding consideration. 
  
The charts below detail the accommodation and utilization impact of the requested addition to Elmdale PS. 

Projected enrolment and accommodation for designated schools – status quo: 
 

Elmdale PS  (capacity 407)
JK-SK 1-6 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2018 129 382 511 126% 5
2019 130 386 516 127% 5
2020 130 395 525 129% 6
2021 131 406 537 132% 7
2022 132 399 531 130% 7  

 
 
 
Growth area needs and projected impact on existing schools: 
 

Elmdale  PS  (capacity 554)
JK-SK 1-6 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2019 130 386 516 93%
2020 130 395 525 95%
2021 131 406 537 97%
2022 132 399 531 96%
2023 131 408 539 97%  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

1.  Port = portable classrooms estimated to be required by a school for a particular year.   
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